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Welcome 

[ ]

If Christmas cards really depicted the conditions of the stable when Jesus was 

born, would we want to receive it? A card like that wouldnõt make for a    

Hallmark best seller would it? 

 

I doubt if the place was antiseptic clean, well lit and cozy warm. I doubt if the 

manger was carefully made with straw, pristine and germless. I doubt if 

Maryõs dress, or robe, was spotless, blue and radiant . And Joseph?   

 

Of course, they could have been there for several days, living in a room right 

off the stable, now more properly clean and tidy after a few days of cleaning! 

 

Either way, the reality was far from the Christmas card image ð but just right 

for the spiritual and genuine reality of our lives and how we need to be     

connected to life in Jesus. 

 

For, you see, God was connecting Himself with us. And where we need His 

connection most is not in the antiseptic public arenas of our lives, the exterior 

persona so carefully groomed, shining clean and orderly, but in the ugly, 

cracked, smelly arenas of our minds and hearts. We need His connection in 

those places of pent-up anger and hatred toward someone who hurt us, or 

the place of pride and self-sufficiency that is convinced that most, if not all, 

people could be as good as me if they just made the effort.  That stuff, we 

know by the Holy Spiritõs urging, is the smelly stuff of the heart we hide and 

hope no one sees. But thatõs where we, also by the Spiritõs urging, ache for a 

connection.  

 

So God connected to humanity in an ugly, unkempt place once ð in Bethle-

hem. And we can know He is more than willing to connect Himself in our 

lives at those points of ugliness, too. There, in the unclean, He comes with the 

genuine help we need ð true forgiveness, true love, despite what He finds, 

and an absolute commitment not to abandon us because of what He finds. I 

pray that you will experience, and embrace the fullness of Godõs love for you 

this Christmas 

  

Adapted from an e-mail I received from my friend,  

Pastor Norb Oesch, then Executive Leader of the      

Pastoral Leadership Institute. Dated December 9
th
, 2003  

mailto:jmeyer@christ-memorial.com
http://jeffreymeyer.org/
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Vicar Matt Wipperman is the Director of Mission Multiplication and the Site Leader at  

the Church in East Madison. Contact him at mpwipperman@gmail.com  

Missional Living 

All of this occurred to fulfill the Lordõs message through his prophet: 

Advent and christmas 
ò 

Look! The virgin will conceive a child! 

She will give birth to a son, 

and they will call him Immanuel, 

which means ôGod is with us.õ    
 

ð Matthew 1:22-23  

ò 

Jesus came and made his dwelling among us. He was 

with us. And just as the Father sent Him, so He has sent 

us. We are to be with those whom He has sent us .

  

 

My articles often tend to an intellectual argument setting 

up the reason to give something a try, but I have no    

argument for you today, that is, unless you protest. In 

which case my response is, òJesus said so.ó  

 

Instead of telling you something you already know, I want 

to challenge you to think about your preparations to       

celebrate God coming to us, as an opportunity to carry 

out His sending of you.   

 

As you are planning, shopping, and preparing, ask    

yourself, òHow could this help me be with others?ó 

 

Answer the question, do it, take a picture if you can and 

tell me what happens. Thatõs it.   

 

Want some suggestions? 

 

Are there neighbors you could invite over for a holiday 

meal? 

 

Are there neighbors you could shop with or bake with as 

you both prepare for your own holiday meals? Maybe    

someone is famous for one of their recipes? 

 

Could you invite people over to bake Christmas cookies 

together? 

 

How about caroling around your neighborhood?  

 

Which gifts that you are considering giving would most 

encourage the receiver to engage with other people?         

[e.g. games that require multiple players, sports        

equipment, dinner gift certificates] 

 

Iõm not a terribly creative person, but Iõm sure that a lot 

of you are. Iõm excited to hear about what you all do this 

year, in celebration of the One who was sent to us, and 

sends His Spirit with us as He sends us to others.  



 

  AmyMeyer is the lifeGroup Leadership Director  

at the Church. Contact her at 271.2811 x11  

or ameyer@livelifetogether.com. 

lifeGroup 
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ò 

ò 

Time is the one thing that every person has in equal amount. No matter where you live, if you are wealthy or poor, 

young or old, well educated or have never been to school, every single person in the world has 24 hours a day. It 

really is pretty amazing to consider the gift of time. Each new day God gives us a beautiful gift of 24 hours. It is up to 

us how we spend those hours made up of minutes and seconds.  

 

There are hundreds of quotes about time, here are just a few: 

 

It seems like in the month of December the calendar fills up with extra demands on our time. We try to fit in more 

visits with family, more shopping for gifts, and more hours of baking and even more opportunities to worship. How 

will you use your time? Who will you invest in? What intentional decisions can you make this month as a family for 

who you will spend your time with? Perhaps it would be wise to take some time and consider who around you could 

use a little help, or some encouragement and follow-through on those promptings.  

  

What plans do you have? Perhaps you can take something that you are already going to do and this year 

invite a neighbor or someone on your impact list to join you. Who can you bring with you? What could you 

do as a neighborhood to bless others? Go to a local nursing home and sing some Christmas Carols, or 

gather at one of your homes, bake cookies, and then take them to other neighbors. Who do you know that is alone 

this Christmas? Invite them over to join your family. You can start a new tradition; find a few friends and sign up to 

ring bells for the Salvation Army. Offer to babysit for a mom so she can go Christmas shopping by herself. Collect 

mittens and hats and take them to a local school.   

 

The truth is, we find time for what is important to us. Take time to consider once again how amazing it is that our 

God would choose to send his Son Jesus to be born in a manger. Take time to talk about the most awesome gift     

that has ever been given with your family and friends. Take time to worship. Take time to pray for those who do      

not yet know that the Messiah has come and he is coming again. Take time to ask God, òHow should I spend my   

time today?ó 

There just arenõt enough hours in the day to get everything done. 

Time sure flies when you are having fun. ò 

ò 

Time seems to stand still when you are waiting.  

Time heals all wounds. 

Time is more valuable than money, you can get more money, you canõt get more time. 

ò 

ò 

ò 
ò 

ò 
ò 
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[ ]With all prayer and petition pray at all times in  

the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the  

alert with all perseverance and petition  

for all the saints. - Ephesians 6:18  

Global Impact 

Since 1993, more than 

100 million boys and 

girls in over 130       

countries have greatly 

experienced Godõs love 

through the power of 

simple shoebox gifts 

from Operation Christ-

mas Child. Samaritanõs 

Purse works with local 

churches and ministry 

partners to deliver the 

gifts and share the      

life-changing Good 

News of Jesus Christ.  

 

Did you miss out in     

participating this year? 

Donõt worry, the Church 

will be actively partici-

pating in this program 

again next year! It will 

be our 13th year!  

We canõt wait!  

Our Wrapping Day for Operation Christmas Child was 

a great success! All the volunteers who helped organize 

and wrap boxes, did so with a tremendous amount of 

love! So far we have collected 47  shoe boxes! Each 

box introduces the child who receives it to Jesus and it 

will physically impact their life. Thank you to everyone 

who donated money, empty boxes, items to put in box-

es, and completed boxes! Please continue to pray for 

the  volunteers who are delivering the boxes and the 

Good News of Jesus. Pray for the individuals who will 

be receiving the boxes that God would prepare their 

hearts to hear the Good News. Thank you! 

-Amy DeBaker 
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If youõre like me, 

you get really, really excited this time 

of year. Ever since my freshman year 

of college, when I had exams until 

December 23
rd

 and felt deprived of 

the warmth and anticipation of being 

with my family in our cozy home in 

the weeks preceding Christmas, I 

make a point of beginning to        

celebrate the Christmas season quite 

early. Yup, I enjoy how early       

Christmas music is played on the    

radio and love seeing my neighborsõ 

Christmas decorations go up the day 

after Halloween. Whoõs with me?!? 

 

But I wonder, how often do we      

describe those warm and fuzzy      

pre-Christmas feelings of excitement 

using substantive terms rather than 

with sentiments such as òchestnuts 

roasting by the open fireó or òsnow 

and mistletoe, and presents ôround 

the tree?ó I have to admit that itõs a 

struggle for me to remain focused on 

the amazing gift of  Christõs birth 

amidst all the fun of holiday parties, 

family gatherings, and shopping for 

presents. However, lately Godõs put it 

on my heart to be intentional about 

how I celebrate Christmas. I donõt 

want the joy and hope of Jesusõ love 

in my life to be eclipsed by weekly 

visits to the mall or late-night gift 

wrapping, as Iõve allowed it be in 

years past. When I really think about 

it, Iõm not sustained by packages, 

cookies, or egg nog [although those 

are nice perks of the season] ð rather, 

Iõm filled with light and security in the 

knowledge that God sent his Son  

Jesus as a tiny baby, who grew up 

among sinful people just like me and 

who, despite temptations, lived a   

perfect life in my place. Because Jesus 

lived, died, and rose for me, Iõm free 

to celebrate the blessings of relation-

ships and material comforts, and 

canõt help but share those blessings 

with others as an expression of     

gratitude for Godõs gift. With the 

Good News in our hearts, my familyõs 

going to try a few new ways of    

marking Jesusõ birthday during the 

weeks surrounding December 25
th 

this 

year ð if youõre interested, ask me 

and Iõll be super excited to share our 

ideas and to hear yours! 

 

Completing the activity below is one 

small way to reflect on how we     

celebrate Christmas. Read the      

sentences in the box, reflect on what 

youõve learned from Scripture and on 

how youõve experienced the holiday 

in years past, and then fill in the 

blanks. Try doing this exercise with 

your family, friends, or lifeGroup, and 

have everyone share their answers; 

have kids try it, too. You could cut out 

the box below [make copies if     

needed], decorate it, and hang it on 

your tree or your fridge as a reminder 

of how you can serve others as Christ 

served us.  

lifeServe 

Elsa Gumm is the Staff and lifeServe  

Coordinator at the Church. Contact  

her by phone at 271.2811 x14 or  

egumm@livelifetogether.com. 

                                                [event or idea]                 [favorite way of celebrating]  

 

 

 

                                                                                                  [Christõs purpose on earth] 

 

 

                                [name]                                                        [gift or act of service]  

 

 

                                         [name(s)]                                      [act(s) of service]  
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Emily Powers is the Director of Youth at the Church. Contact her  

in the office 271.2811 x13 or epowers@livelifetogether.com. 

Last year, Higher Groundõs middle 

school girls loved Jars of Clayõs      

version of the song, òLove Came 

Down at Christmas.ó I was personally 

pleased that they enjoyed the song so 

much, because the lyrics remind us of 

what really happened at Christmas ð 

Love, in the form of Jesus, came TO 

US. As The Message version of the 

Bible says in John 1, òThe Word    

became flesh and blood and moved 

into the neighborhood.ó Jesus left his 

throne to come and be with us, walk 

with us, cry with us, and eventually 

die for us. I love Christmas. I love the 

lights, the music, the parties, and   

really everything to do with the     

season. But, I have noticed that often 

I get wrapped up in the activities of 

the season and forget the purpose 

behind it all. Does your home ever 

feel like that?  

 

Do you ever find yourself stressing 

out about the perfect gift ð for     

someone you havenõt had a real    

conversation with in 3 months? Or do 

you run to stores night after night to 

get your kids gifts, at the expense of 

having dinner with them and helping 

with their homework? You find     

yourself thinking about the neighbor 

next door who is alone this       

Christmas, but youõre just too busy 

finding time to get the tree up,     

making cookies, and going to parties 

to find the time to get over there to 

say hi?  

This year, I would like to encourage 

you to find ways to release yourself 

and your homes from the stress of    

the season. At Christmas, we        

celebrate that Jesus came to us, to    

be a presence among us. We        

remember that Godõs love was 

poured out for us in the gift of a little 

baby in a manger. We honor a God 

that is relational! Our God desires a    

relationship with each one of us! 

What if our Christmas celebrations 

this year focused more on our      

relational God? What if Jesus was a 

perfect model for how we spend this 

Christmas season? Perhaps we can 

use this Christmas as a time to focus 

on relationships and being present in 

their lives. 

On Christmas morning, give your family the gift of an 

activity jar. Everyone puts ideas in the jar of things 

they want to do together during the upcoming 

year. Then, each week during the year, pull out an 

idea and do it  together. Or, use the activity jar for 

winter break ð each person can put in 1 or 2 ideas 

of what they want to do over winter break. Be    

present with your children this Christmas and    

commit to finding ways to carve out time to     

complete the activities in the jar.  

 

Decide to not buy gifts for each other in your family. 

Instead, adopt a family in need that you can bless. 

Spend time as a family as you shop, wrap the gifts, 

and deliver them together.  

 

     Find some gifts that you can make at             

          home [such as cookies in a jar,               

          or ornaments, etc.].  This makes the 

 

 

 

 

 

      gifts more personal ð and instead of being away 

from home shopping, you can spend time with 

your children while making the gifts together. 

 

Adopt a senior at a nursing home. Shop together for 

gifts but more importantly, spend time visiting the 

senior as a family.  

 

Instead of filling stockings with unnecessary trinkets, 

take time to write each person in your home a 

meaningful letter and place that in the stocking 

instead.  

 

On Christmas day, make Jesus a birthday cake ð from 

scratch! Instead of running in different directions to 

play with new toys, bring the family together to 

remember the real reason we celebrate. 

 

 

Here are some ways to live this out in your homes as you prepare for Christmas: 

May God richly bless your celebrations this Christmas as 

you and your homes seek to be centered on His Love! 

Faith at Home 
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