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2016 1S GONNA BE DIFFERENT.

| magine

the differenceé

- actually giving joyfully and generously.

- actually inviting people.

- your friend actually discovering the same friendship with Jesus that you enjoy!
- a stranger searching for compassion and mercy, actually finding it in your act

Two milestones for2016 will make a difference. We 6 r e

of friendship.

200 people will make 16 personal and passionate invitations to their
friends and neighbors to join them where they are already enthusiastically
engaged at the Church!

We will raise our congregational financial commitment by 16%/

2016 IS GONNA BE DIFFERENT.

Her e

are a couple other

not ewor t hg0le&x a

) Gary and Beth Roberts will be joining our ministry team in Verona.

Gary will be our new site leader in Verona and join our team as the
Director of Community Involvement. As such he will oversee our Human
Care / Mercy Ministry and help us grow in our capacity to engage and
listen attentively to our community. Learn more about Gary in this issue of
the Good News, or check out his website atwww.glroberts.com.

) Our East Side Region will publicly launch in DecemberFind out how
you can be praying as you read P
www.livelifetogether.com/the-church-blog.

2016i s gonna be differenté

1person d 1neighborhood @ 1region

at a time.
Qs Y

Pastor Jeff Meyer is the Lead Pastor atie Church. Contact him at jmeyer@livelifetogether.com
or 271.2811 x12. Follow him on Twitter at jeffmeyer22 and on his blog, jeffmeyer.org.
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A soon have two new teammates joining us here
at the Church. Gary Roberts will be our Director of Community
Involvement, and will also serve as site leader in Verona. Gary
and his wife, Beth, plan to move to the Madison area from their
current home in Minneapolis,
Minnesota, in late 2015. Gary
specializes in training and

s Pastor Jeff mentioned in his Foreworgdw e & |

M Regular presenter with Pastoral Leadership Institute Mission-
al Leader program facilitating learning on the topic of
community listening in missional contexts.

9 Community listening Artisan with the Sardis Collective, a new
online video exchange that
facilitates actionable learning

coaching missional leaders in the
competencies of community
listening, a process he calls
Missional Listening.His primary
mission is to help churches listen
to their communities using the
principles and practices of mis-
sional lifestyle and assetbased
community development.

HERE ARE JUST A FEW OF GARY'S
QUALIFICATIONS:

9 Certified by the Christian
Community Development
Association [CCDA] as a
practitioner and trainer of trainers in Christian Community
Development.

I Certified by Communities First Association as a Community
Advancement Coach.

9 Serve on the Board of Directors for Communities First
Association, working ecumenically toward neighborhood
transformation using the principles of AssetBased Commu
nity Development.

9 Parttime faculty at Bethel Seminary, St. Paul, MN, teaching
all things cross-cultural, particularly cultural intelligence [the
ability to relate effectively with people who differ from you in
some way].

grow in our community listening skills, equipping us to better
serve our neighbors and connect people to life in Jesus!

on missional topics.

9 Learns the mostfrom students
and people who attend his com-
munity listening workshops and
other training events.

Garyds heart is
want to have a transformative
impact in their communities, peo-
ple who want to see Kingdom
come and recognize their roles
as agents of reconciliation. We
resonate with that mission atthe

Church, and | am excited to see how Gary helps us learn and

GARY AND BETH HAVE BEEN MARRIED FOR 22 YEARS. THEY HAVE
A SON AND DAUGHTER AND THREE GRANDGHILDREN. IN HIS FREE
TIME, GARY ENJOYS READING, PLAYING WORD GAMES WITH BETH,
HANGING OUT WITH FRIENDS, AND CYGLING.

*Content excerpted,girabertsconts a

Elsa Gumm is the Staff and lifeServe Coordinator atthe Church.
Contact her at 271.2811 x14 or egumm @livelifetogether.com.
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T0 THE PLAGE WHERE’; IT SETS
{116 Narie of The LO7
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learned. | was looking on Facebook and noticing all sorts
f pictures of beautiful sunsets that people were capturing
from one particular evening. | had noticed the pretty sky that
evening as well, but from my living room window my view only
has a small slice of the western sky. | found myself being a
little envious of those people who have a wide open view of
the sun setting each night from their home. Instead of com-
plaining, or coming up with excuses the
next evening | checked what time the sun

Xt me share a story with you and a lesson | recently

be intentional about following through on? Has someone invit-
ed you to lifeGroup but you have come up with all sorts of
reasons why ?WMayhe yau aonld e intprdgional
about saying yes, or contacting them and asking if you could
come check it out. If you are in a lifeGroup, who could you
invite to join you?

| have been blessed over and over again by gathering weekly
with other Jesus followers. There is
encouragement and challenge and

was going to set and | intentionally got
myself to a place for a perfect view of
Godds ama zi. hwasnatdisagro r
pointed as | sat on the grass at the top of

a hill and watched the sun set.

It didndét take much
my living room to a place where | could
see the sun set better. It was a small shift
in location, and | was intentional about
following through on my idea.
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Perhaps there is a shift in your calendar of activities that needs
to be made. Is there one night a week that you can set aside
as a family to put lifeGroup as a priority? What do you need to

laughter and prayer support. There
is depth of relationships that goes
far beybopddeHPd& gping
on a Sunday morning. They are
people that | care about and they
genuinely care about me. They
remind me of Goddfp pr
his faithfulness. Living life together
with others and connecting in life-
Group is a gift. Being able to mul-
tiply those groups so more and
more people can take part in them
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Amy Meyer is the lifeGroup Leadership Director atthe Church.
Contact her at 271.2811 x11 or ameyer@livelifetogether.com

DID YOU KNOW THE CHURCH HAS THEIR OWN VIMEO CHANNEL?
FOLLOW THE LINKS FROM OUR FACEBOOK PAGE!
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DOES
“AGE WELL,
LIVE WELL"
MEAN?

Well, it points us
to the fact that
aging, and all

its changes and
losses, is inev
itable, universal,
and an unavoidable
part of living.

And as we learn
to age well, we
learn to live well.
And what is being
0 weéd | Wehhtl

wholeness, health,
peace, tranquility,
harmony, the ab-
sence of agitation
ordiscord. 1 t & s
10% circumstance
and 90% attitude.
Like the attitude
expressed in this

story.

isSHALOM | t 6 s

Proverbs 1637

Live Well

The Best Day

0Today wh e hsuddenlg wo k e
realized that this was the best day of
my life, ever!

There were times when | wondered if |
would make it to today & but | did!

|l dm going to celebr
lievable life | have had so far: the
accomplishments, the many blessings
and, yes, even the hardships because
they have served to make me stronger.

I will go through this day with my head
held high and with a happy heart. | will
mar v el at Godos see
gifts: the morning dew, the sun, the
clouds, the trees, the flowers, the birds.
Today none of these miraculous crea-
tions will escape my notice.

Today | will share my excitement for

life with other people.1 61 | make
onesmile. | 61 | go out of
perform an unexpected act of kindness

for someone | .dodaydt
I 81l give a sincere
onewhoseemsdown!l 61 | tell
how specialheisand 1 611 te

I love just how deeply | care for her
and how much she means to me.

of My Life!

Today is the day | quit worrying about
what | dondt have
grateful for all the wonderful things
God has already givenme. | 6 | |
remember worry is just a waste of
time because my faith in God and His
Divine Plan ensures everything will be
jastfiee. what an unbe

And tonight, before  goto bed, | & | |
outside and raise my eyes to the heav-
ens| 61l stand in aw
the stars and the moon, and | will
praise God for these magnificent
treasures.
mingly simple
As the day ends and | lay my head
down on my pillow, | will thank the
Almighty Triune God for the best day
of my life. And I will sleep the sleep of
a contented child, excited with expecta-
tion because | know tomorrow is going
to BeaH® Best day of my life, everd
my way to
“THIS IS THE DAY THE LORD HAS MADE;
LEﬁJK reej;bldé” AND I BE [ip\l] IN IT "
N SALM118:241

[ 1 someone

*Adapted by Edie Norris in the Fall2012 L ut her an
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Sara Peters is a volunteer parish nurse athe Church. Contact her at sjimpeters@tds.netor 608.225.2662.
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STAYWARM / STAY CONNECTED

0 WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/LIVELIFETOGETHER

@ WWW.LIVELIFETOGETHER.COM/THE-CHURCH-BLOG




Verona Site

t he Church in Verona would like
to share two recent reasons to
celebrate. On Saturday, October 10th,
eight of us [five adults and three kids]
joined dozens of others at the Badger
Prairie Needs Net wordefefosinPokdunGdd a§&nduk was
ous Veronad morning fdizedd MEEHI of a¥member of

service. It was sponsored by Thrivent
Financial and volunteers chose among
four projects: outdoor chores for older
adults in Verona, making no-sew
fleece scarves for distribution at the
Verona Area School District Coat Fair,
putting together birthday kits and gift
bags for young children, or making
greeting cards for families who use the
Food Pantry. We connected with old
friends and made new ones. We en-
joyed a delicious lunch made in the
new commercial Prairie Kitchen at the
newly renovated Badger Prairie Needs
Network [BPNN] facility located at
1200 East Verona Avenue. The volun-
teer opportunities at BPNN are many
and varied. You should check out their
website atwww.bpnn.org. the Church
in Verona helps restock shelves every
first Wednesday of the month and Lois
Korthds | ifeGroup
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Fitchburg volunteers there every third
Wednesday!

The day after the 6Live
event we got to witness the infinite

the Church in Verona, Julie Keyes, who
generously gave of her time to disciple
this young woman. We celebrated that
this new member of Godds
to be baptized not because of a church
building, a program or class offered

by the Church, or even a pastor, but
because Julie talked to her about Jesus
and shared what the Bible says. Julie
was encouraged and supported by
others at the Church and given re-
sources to help prepare her friend for
Baptism. Please pray for them as Julie
commits to walking beside this new
Christian.

We have so much to celebrate. Where
can you generously share your time?

Who can you generously share Jesus
frggwp the Church in

Sara Peters is a volunteer parish nurse athe Church.
Contact her at simpeters@tds.netor 608.225.2662.
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1impact Communl’ry

@ Endowmen’r Fund

{IMPACT BUMMUW END

the Church has created the
1IMPACT GOMMUNITY ENDOWMENT FUND

to allow members to leave a legacy for
our church and our community. Many
of us have included our church or the

designate which of the four purposes you
are interested in funding. But even if you
dondt ,&qaeanlybewsed for the
following four purposes:

oncloded o
OWMENT FUND «- ypoca i’

If you discover that your will simply states
that you leave money to the Church and
you would prefer to leave a legacy

where the money donated is retained in
the endowment fund and only its income

endowment fund in our wills. However, is used for specific purposesd on 6t fir et
which one did you select and what is the You dond6t need to iBgcur
difference between naming the Church have your will changed. Instead simply
vs naming the limpact Community send an email or letter to anyone on the
Endowment Fund in your will? You may endowment fund committee and we will
say owhat 6sdthelCleurchhi g deal make sure your wishes are ultimately
getsiteitherway6 However that i met. Please indicate whether you want
true. There are a number of differences. the specific bequest from your will to be
given to the limpact Community Endow-

The primary difference is if the money is ment Fund instead of the Church and
given to the Church it allows the Church 7/ % whether you want it to be used for any of
to use it in any way the Churc“us | e a d e the specific four purposes. For example,
ship board decides. If offerings are low, . . you might state that it is all to go to the
theF))/ could use it to fill the holge in the BEHEWLEHEE 8 Designed so thatincome  impact Community Endowment Fund
budget. It might be used to expand the is used to help meet financial needs of with 50% designated for Church projects
preschool or the library. After several the community and church members. and 50% for Community Projects. If you

ears the money you left the Church want it to go to the Endowment Fund
?/nightbegone.)'ll'yhat s not t oﬂﬂﬂlsﬂﬁyfﬂuﬂﬂnﬂﬁééncomeisusedto but dondt specify agy of

used foolishly or carelessly, however
there is no restriction on its use.

On the other, hand the limpact Com-
munity Endowment Fund is different. It is
designed so that the amount you donate
stays in the Fund forever. Only the annu-
al income of the Fund is to be used to
benefit the Church or the community.
Thus if your will leaves $25,000 to the
limpact Community Endowment Fund,

it should still be there 10 years later
earning income for ministry!

The other difference is that the Fund is
designed to have its annual income
used for four specific purposes. You can

assist those in need of help to attend our
preschool or perhaps those interested in
going to the seminary or college studies

related to church work.

GOMMUNITY PROJEGTS & Income can be

used to fund community projects includ-
ing communities where our life groups
are trying to make an impact. This might
be used to help build a community rec-
reation center or playground, or start a
reading program to combat illiteracy in
the area.

GHURGH& Income used to fund church
projects like ministry expansion or
capital expenditures.

purposes, then your donation is retained
by the Endowment Fund and its income
can be used to fund any of the four pur-
poses mentioned above as the commit-
tee and leadership board dictate.

Contact any member of our
limpact Community Endowment
Fund committee to get more info:

Rich Frohmader, Cindy Simon, Jim
Haas, Candi Huebner or Brian Wilmot.

““THE GOOD MAN BRINGS

GOOD THINGS OUT OF THE

G0OD STORED UP IN HIS
HEART.”

[LUKE 6:451




Library Resources
INTROVERTS IN THE CHURCH

BY ADAM §. MCHUGH

[Library Call #: 248.4019 McH]

FINDING OUR
PLACE IN AN

EXTROVERTED

“G0D WANTS YOU T0 GIVE
WHAT YOU HAVE, NOT WHAT
YOU HAVEN'T”

[2 CORINTHIANS 8: 121

Have you ever asked yourself if

CULTURE

ADAM S. McHUGH
Introverts
in the __\
Church g |

ing and discouraging. How can
| serve and belong in the
church, not to mention tell
others about Jesusi f I
have those talents?

The answer lies in giving God

donot

itds possible to what we have, not what we
dondt al ways | iK d o n &dam McHugh, an in-
people? trovert himself, shares in this
book what heds discofjere
If so, take comfort in the fact about serving God from the
that you are not alone. By oqui eéd bisdgeening carpefull
some estimates introverts [those who need time to to others and sharing contemplative insights are
recharge after being with people] and extroverts  gifts we can comfortably give as we go about our
[those who are energized by being with people] are  lives | n  Go d posir fagthfueesgagement with
equally represented in the population. one other individual counts just as much as interact-
ing with dozens. Revealing our struggle to be part of
In our faith life, we introverts often gravitate toward  an extroverted culture can also encourage those
solitary disciplines like prayer, Bible study and medi- around us to use the gifts God has given them, as
tation, and struggle with fellowship and sharing our ~ well as remind us all that His family has many
faith. Extroverts can have the opposite challenge. unique members.
Much of what happens in, and is encouraged by,
the church involves other people and our interac- Mc Hughds book is a roadmap fo i ni
tions with them & what is the gospel if not a story  extroverts alike, and a reminder that we are each
about relationships, after all? But if people skilsare Go d 6 s wo r kcalledioswork tpgether in love
not your strength, this conflict can become frustrat- and acceptance for His glory.
e
3
‘ e
Sheila Anderson is a member of the Churchand contributes book I
reviews You can contact her by email at sanders@nutrisci.wisc.edu 4







